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fAiscellancous. 
gS. OrROUIT COURT. 


Th our last, w ised to address Mr. Cowell, in 
aply to“ AM. of the Bar,” in our columnsof to 
This will be deferred for the present No. for 
twoteasons. The principal topics of that communi- 
‘tation have’ been noticed in our reply to Mr. Cow- 
e's “Card.” Another reason, is, the Publisher has 
oneluded to insert in the columns of this No. both 
the “Card” and-our, reply,,which will occupy as 
‘gieh of the paper as can be conveniently spared for 

thet subject this week —Ep. a 
47 ACARD. 

» Mr. Cowéllythe Clerk ofthe Circuit Court,” 
tiders his most respectful acknowledgments 
tw the Rev. David Pickéring, Editor of the 

‘Christian Telescope,” for the very kindly 
Rétice taken of him in that paper, of Nov. 24, 

most sincerely thanks him for the offer, 

the Reverend Editor has made, to lend 

the columns of that very useful and inter- 

wing paper “‘to exonerate himself from the 

Suspicion,” under which, in his opinion, he Ja- 

af et retract” the “sentiments” which 

the Cirouit Court” cannot accept the offer, so 

made, upon the ferms that ny 

he the Reverend Editor will excuse 

him for making use of the columns of another 
paper for his reply. 














to him. As the “Clerk &#Christian’s oathtoa Pagan. There is no mor- 


Mr. Cowell cannot retract the “sentiments” 
that ‘he has been heard to advocate.” They 
are his deliberate opinions, made up upon ma- 
ture reflection, and as such, he must claim 
the right to enjoy them. And most assuredly 
the Rev. Editor, who is such an advocate for 
“religious liberty,” and who talks so learnedly 
about the “‘Constitution of the United States,” 
and the ‘Bill of Rights of the State of Rhode- 
Island,” and hesitates not to arraign an Asso- 
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the U. 
States before him for his “error in judgment,” 
in rejecting a witness “merely on accoint of 
his religious belief,” will allow him the same 
privilege he claims for himself in “religious 
concernments.” If these “sentiments” con- 
stitute the religious belief of the Clerk, why 
not permit him to enjoy them? Why tempt 
him ‘“‘to retract” what he cannot, without a 
violation of his conscience ; what, too, he con- 
siders, perhaps foolishly, but common sense ; 
and what, he is satisfied, is perfectly consist- 
ent with the law of the land? The “Clerk of 
the Circuit Court” knows his own’ powers too 
well to enter the lists With such a champion 
on the field of intellectual combat, especially 
in matters of legal science; nevertheless, a 
reverence for the political institutions of his 
country prompts him to submit to the consid- 
eration of the Reverend Lawyer, what he 
considers to be the legal doctrine of the ‘‘oath.” 
Mr. C. feels no disposition to obtrude his “sen- 
timents” on the mind of any one, but they are 
his real sentiments—and as “‘serious suspic- 
‘ion rests” on him on that account, he respect- 
\fully requests permission to give his reasons 
| why he entertains them. 

All legislatures, in all civilized countries, 
have deemed it proper to incorporate a relig- 
tous sentiment into the form of the oath. The 
oath here meant is the one-used jf judicial pro- 


ceedings. The objec eae , eapparent; 
Me! whd takes it under 


it is to place the 

the strongest possible obligation to de what he 
is bound to do by law.—The principle of this 
religious sentiment is the same in al], although 
it assumes a different form in its application. 
The Christian swears by his God, the Ma- 
hometan by the “Great Prophet,” and the Hin- 
doo by hisIdol. They all, however, swear by 
what they believe in, and it is this belief that 
constitutes the responsibility. It would be 
nonsense for a Christian to swear by Mahomet ; 
it would be equally idle to administer the 


al obligation im ‘the oath to any one, unless 
the person who takes it believes in whom or by 
whom, in what or by what he swears; other- 
wise than this the oath isthe mere shadow, 
without sabgtance. The Christian’s oath is, 





ed in the 18th vol. of Johnson’s N, 
ports, the Supreme Court excluded a witness 
on account of his religious belief. Chief Jus- 
tice Spencer, in delivering the opinion of the 
Court, says—‘‘Religion is a subject on which 
evefy man has a right to think according to 
the dictates of his understanding. 
solemn concern between his conscience and 
his God, with which no human tribunal has.a 
right to meddle. But in development of facts, 
‘and the ascertainment of truth, homan tribu- 
nals have a right to interfere ; they are bound 
to see that no man’s are impaired or ta- 
ken away, but through the medium of testi- 
mony entitled to credit unless delivered under 
the solemnity of an oath, which comes home 
to the conscience of the witness, and will cre- 
ate a tie, arising from his belief, that false 
swearing would expose him to punishment in 
the life to come. 
all our institutions, ahd especially the distri- 
butions of justice between man and man.” 


stantially correct. 
able, then, is the one recently pronoun 
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to call upon God to witness that what he is 
about to say is true, and to invoke the judg- 
ments of Heaven upon ‘his. head it éasé he — 
swears falsely. Unless, therefore, he who takes 
an oath bekeves, not only in the existence of 
God, but in the judgments'of Heaven, it can- 


not be said to have any binding effect upon 


him. Upon the question whether these “‘judg- 
ments” refer-to the present or future state of 
man,there may be doubts in the minds of some ; 
yet, m the opinion of the “Clerk,” they un- 
questionably point to beth. This is his opit - 
ion as a Lawyer; this is his faith as a Christain 

and he wishes for liberty to enjoy this faith ; he 
wishes to be “free to profess and by argument 


to maintain” it, without being compelled “to 


retract” it. His opinion on this point, as a 
lawyer, has been gathered, not from gossiping 


conversations of the street, or from minds 
warped by the passions and prejudices of the 
hour, or from the crude opinions of uninform- 
ed jurists—but from the rich garner of though’ , 
harvested by eminent Judges, who have nct 
only studied but administered this law. 


It 
would take «more time and space, perhaps, 


than the Editors of this paper could conven. 
iently spare, to refer to all the authorities upon 
this subject : one only, therefore, will be quo- 
ted. 


In the case of Jackson vs. Gridle report- 
Fork Re- 


It is his 


Oni this great principle rest 


It is believed that the above opinion is sub- 
How nitich Jess obje:tion- 
“i it 


this State, in the minds of those who Jo not 
believe in future 2ecou:” aility, by che Circuit 
Court: That relic:ous sentinien! » hich mehes 


the oath binding, is te seme in i. Island aa 
it is in N. York, and it- weald be dn inferious 
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libel on nineteen twentieths of the citizens to say it | 
was not; and it would be no less a libel on the Gen- 
eral Assombiy to say, that they have deliberately de- 
stroyed the force of this sentiment by a legislative 
edict! But perhaps the Rev. Editor may show, by a 
conciusive reason, why an oath in Rhode-Island does 
not point to a “world to come ;” although so decided 
in New-York, and, therefore, that the citizens of 
Rhode-Island are not to be the objects of ‘future re- 
wards and punishments,” whatever may be the fate 
of the poor citizens of New-York! Should the 
learned Editor make out this distinction, he will have 
accomplished what was never done before; he will 
prove that eternal truth varies, according to circum- 
stances, to suit the conveniences of time and place. 
Liberality in religious sentiment is highly commend- 
able—nay, no man is to be questioned with regard to 
his creed. That is a right, “with which no human 


tribunal has a right tomeddle.” But when this creed f 


has a direct tendency to sap the foundation of our 
political institutions, it is then time for “human: tri- 
bunals to interfere,” and saye the falling fabric.— 
The last grand act of religious liberality in revolu- 
tionary France was, to vote “there was no God”— 
and when, for the first time, atheism and infidelity 
are excluded from a Court of Justice in Rhode-Island, 
the Judge who does it, and, let it be remembered, 
who is bound to do it by the oath of his office, is call- 
ed a ‘‘wilful persecutor, wholly unworthy of the con- 
fidence of the public, or the honorable station which 
he holds :” and by whom? By the natives of Rhode- 
Island? No. By a Minister of the Gospel? Yes, by 
one who professes to be an ambassador of Jesus Christ. 


With regard to the question whether the competen- 
cy Of a witness is at all effected by the Bill of Rights, 
the ‘‘Clerk’’ does not feel inclined to waste one mo- 
ment of time. In his opinion the Bill of Rights has 
no more to do with the “ oath of a witness,” who is 
brought into Court by third parties, than with the in- 
fallibility of the Pope. The Bill of Rights, or more 
properly the act concerning “ Religious Freedom,” 
means what it says, and no more, “that our civikrights 
have no dependence on our religious opinions—that, 
therefore, the proscribing any citizen,as unworthy the 
public confidence, by laying upon him an incapacity 
of being called to offices.of trust and emolument, un- 
less he profess or renounce this or that religious opin- 
ion, is depriving him injuriously,” &c. The object. 
and the only object of this act was, to declare that no 
man should be disqualified from holding offices of 
“ trust and emolument” on account of his religious 
belief—and one need only to advert to its history to 
be fully, convinced of this fact. Indeed a different 
construction would be directly contrary, not only to 
the spirit, but to.the very words of the charter granted 
by Charles. The words of the charter are, that all 
persons shall “have and enjoy his and their own judg- 
ments and consciences in matters of religious con- 
ceraments,” “they behaving themselves peaceably 
and quietly, and not using this liberty to licentious- 
ness and profaneness, nor to the civil injury and out- 
ward disturbance of others.” Will any one say, af- 
ter this, that the General Assembly have a right 
to pass laws tending to the “civil injury” of the citi- 
zen’? And who will dare say that a law, permitting 
an Atheist to be sworn as a witness in the Court of 
law, is not one off this. description * Yet such is the 
@xect and unaxoidable.conelusion of Mr. Pickering’s 
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argument. But upon this point the “Clerk,” 
as he before observed, wiil not waste a 
moment's time—it is too plain for argu- 
ment. 

Although Mr. Cowell has not the honor 
of a personal acquaintance with Mr. P. 
yet he entertains the highest respect for 
his talents ; and, from his known liberal- 
ity in religion, Mr. C. cannot but enter- 
tain the hope that, hereafter he will be 
permitted to enjoy his “sentiments,” not 
only without “ suspicion,’* but without 
molestation. 


REPLY TO MR. COWELL’S “CARD.” 

Sir—Every sincere expression of respect, con- 
tained in your lengthy “Card” of the 28th Ultimo, 
is reciprocated ; and every attempt at wit and 
satiré is most. readily. excused, m the con- 
sciousness of the woulanieb of your cause, which 
requires such aids to render it amusing, or to en- 
title it to a patient and dispassionate reply. The 
merits of your production is that with which we 
are concerned, and to these, we shall devote 
our attention. Your right to enjoy your 
belief, and to maintain that belief by fair argu- 
ment; and that it would be a violation of the 
U. 8. Constitution, and the laws respecting Re- 
ligious Freedom,for the state of Rhode-Island, to 
deny, are sentiments which we fully recognize, 
and,have directly advocated. And should you be- 
lieve, and by argument attempt to maintain, that 
the VEDAS of the Hindoos ought to be religious- 
ly received and faithfully believed and practiced 
in Rhode-Island, we should not feel at liberty to 
proscribe yon as unworthy of confidence for truth 
and rectitude of intention, however we might pi- 
ty your unfortunate delusion. But when you 
come forward to defend an attempt to infringe 
the civil rights, and the religious eeetie of our 
Citizens, we feel that duty to the public, and a 
sacred regard to the dearest interests of relig- 
ion, call for our best exertions to repel the at- 
tack, and expose the fallacy of your reasoning in 
defence of such an effort. is, we conceive 
you have done, by advocating the conduct of a 
Jurist whe imposed a — legal disability 
on a witness, merely because he disbelieveri in 
future punishment! For the correctness of this 
report, of the case we depended upon your an- 
nouncement in the Patriot, of the 17th Ult. It 
is solely to this point, and not to a disbelief in 
God, or of future ¢xistence, that we have direct- 
ed all our remarks. We have carefully compar- 
ed your report of the decision with the Constitu- 
tion of the U: S. and with the laws of this state 
respecting religious freedom, and upon the ab- 
surdity of your attempt to justify such an infrac- 
tion of our'liberties, we have plainly addressed 
you. Ifyou call this gassipping and collecting 
our information from the rabble, we shall treat 
it with that silent negleet which it deserv.2s.— 
The decision of chief Justice Spencer, to which 
you refer in Johnson's Reports, Vol. 18. wé read 
for ourselves, more than ten years since. But 
we were never convinced of the justice of that 
decision; ner was that decision approbated by 
the members of the Bar, generally, through the 
eircle of our acquaintance in the state of N. York. 
Some of the most respectable Lawers of that 
state, were decidedly opposed to him in opinion 
upon that point, and the publie sentinient was 
against him. None of the higher Courts in that 
state, have since ventured, the experinans of 
such a decision, though such witnesses ha¥e been 
eften called to the stand. Your vest and ezten- 
sive researches in the field of Legal Science have 
doubtles made you acquainted. with the fact, that 
the Legislative authority of N.York had made no 
law, at that time, to disannal the commen law 





of England, touching the qualifications of a wit- 


oS 
ness,and this wasthe sole reason why J 
Spencer ventured to refuse the oath to the wy 
ness. Whether the Constitution of the Statey 
New-York was violated by this decisioh, is 894 
tion on which the Bar of that State have'be, 
more or less divided. But, Sir, this 
subserve your argument inthe present cage. 
We hi¥e an act, by the General Assewbly 
this State,directly in point ; and whose force» 
art or inginuity can evade. is law we guj 
notice in its proper place. 

As'you have very politely furnished us wig 
the legal opinion of Judge Spencer, we will», 
ciprocate the favor by referring you toa wot 
of at least equal authority, cnt which it ig 
sumed Fae will consider enlitled to equaly 
spect. We allude to Sir Wittism Brackstomy 
Commentary, which is referred to as a text 
on almost all occasions of lege) investi 
where the parties concerned are at issue in opp) 
ion. See Vol. 3d, page 369. 

“ All witnesses, of whatever Religion or com 
try, that have the use of their reason, are tg 
received and cxamined, except such as are infn 
ous, or such as are iaaeatatie the event of th 
cause All others are competent witnesses; 
though the jury from other circumstances wl 
judge of their credibility.” Two classes are ah 
to be excluded—first ; such as are infamous, an 
secondly, such as are interested. A man’s th 

ious belief, according to this celcbrated Jura 
is to be no disqualification. Thus you see thi 
this profound Expositor of English law 
cided against your argument: And Si 
it will not be thought disrespectfi 
Wm. Blackstone as profoundly 
knowledge as Mr. Cowt.1. 

Your lengthy dissertation upon the nee 
of a man’s believing in that by which he 
is so irrelevant to the point at issue, that 
willexcuse me for dismissing it without e 
and you will exeuse me for ‘reminding you thi 
we are not disputing about the impropriety of 
man’s swearing by the God of heaven and eam, 
if he does not believe in the existence of wuehi 
Being ; But simply whether the Constitution 
the U. States and the lawag@f the state of Rhode 
Island authorize the fection of a witness bk 
cause he does not believe that punishment willl 
administered in a future of existence; Ths 
is the point to which y ht to have confined 
your arguments, instead of boasting of yor 
profound researches, or attempting to astonil 
your readers by telling them how you had 
and fattened in the rich garner of eminent 
cial thought. For although we are highly 
fied to be told of the rich harvest of kno 
which you have gathered from the field of 
science, yet we think such a c 
would have come witha better grace from th 
pen of a Brother Lawyer: But you are 7 
excusable in this, since no one has volunteered# 
do this service for you. Had you laboured th 
point at issue, instead of ing about “ Bew 
end Lawyers,” you might, perhaps, have instru 
ed your readers more, even if it did not afal 
them go much amusement. 

Are you not aware, Sir, that the case you hm 
cited from Johnson's Reports, is the x er 
a solitary Jurist in the state of N. York, whe 
opinion is opposed by that of legal characte, 
by no means inferior to him in judgment of 
gal science? Why then do you bik <r ve 
individual construction. of legal qualificati 
the law of that state? Do you not know thaty# 
-are here-beggingthe question in dispute? 
pongo of N. York are so unfortunate 
no law to secure their civil rights without 
fession of some favorite article of a partic 
creed, it only proves that they are stil 
by. an ingui: ial domination, and therefore“ 
free and secure in their civil and religious = 
than the people of Rhode-Island. 

Again ; You tell us that the opinion r@ 
pronounced by the Circuit Court here, ist 
4 
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So 
‘ctionuble than that pronounced by Judge 
cer. Sir, your me:nory appears tobe treach- 
gous: for in the Patriot of the 17th alt. did you 
yt report the case to be precisely the same ? 
ly—because the witness did not believe in 
2rewards and punishments—Is this case less 
‘sctionable because Judge Story has pronoun- 
sucha sentence directly in the fuce of the 
plain letter of our Laws? Or is the oifence of 
yolating the rights of citizens agamst law, less 
ajectionable than the violation of these same 
rights where there is no law ? Such logic, Sir, 
yould not paas very current at the Bar, how 
gach soever you may flatter yourself of its ac- 
ility with those who are less profoundly 
iin the intricacies of legal science than its 


i sendeovend to inform us that you have no 
ition to obtrude your epinion on the mind 

one. Why then did you, after reporting 
by acca of the Court, so unceremoniously 
sehinteer an unqualified defence of that opinion ? 
Isthis no obtruston of your opinion upon any one? 


How you now feel —- will best appear 
from what you write : How you have felt dis 


ed, is too apparent from what you have before 
wn 


ntten. 

We come now, to notice your extreme modesty 
and candour. You say, “for the first time, 
atheism and infidelity are excluded from a Court 
of Justice in Rhode-Island” What do you mean 
Sir, by infidelity? You have before said that the 
witness was excluded because he did not believe 
rewards and punishments: This then 

mean bytnfidelity! Taking your 

or data, we must suppose that every 

‘reads and believes the scriptures to be 

apivise REVELATION from God, and the ruLEe 

is Duty, but is so unfortunate as not to discov- 

er the doctrine of future punishment in them, 18 

w INFIDEL! Is this your modesty—lIs this 

yourcendour ? Ifso, we think you would figure 

to advantage in a Spanish Inquisition.— 

Sir, you must be as profoundly skilled in 

y as you are in Law,to make such a 

discovery ; and we cheerfully yield you to the 
palm of originality. ° 

True, Me, Pickering is not a native of Rhode- 
Island, yet, R. Island being chosen by him for his 
future residence, he feels the same interest in 
the civil and religious institutions of the land, 
as he were a native-born citizen: And 
had Mr. Cowell been an alien born, nursed in the 
wor-sen of bigotry and intolerance, there might 
besome excuse for an unwarrantable attack upon 
theciviland religious freedom of his fellow-citi- 
tens ; “But now he has no cloak for his sins.” 

_ You have seen fit to assert (nor is this the first 
bor a have advanced the same sentiments) 
that the Bill of Rights, or law respecting reliz- 
tous freedom, “has no more to do with the 
cat of a witness, who is brought into court 
third parties, than with the infallibility 
the Pope.” You then quote a few words of 
the Charter to give an air of plausibility to your 
asertion. But, Sir, we will insert the whole of 
acts,or so much of them as have a direct 
beating upon this subject, and then see what be- 
comes of your doctrine. 

“Our civil rights have no dependence on our 
. opinions, therefore the proscribing any 
citizen 28 unworthy the public confidence, by lay- 
ing upon him an incapacity of being called to of 
608 of trust and emolument, unless he profess or 
renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriv- 
ing hin injuriously of those privileges and ad- 

mlages,to which in common with his fellow 
titizens he hay a natural right.” 

tm. uo, Att relative to Religious Freedom 
Be it further enacted by the General Assem- 
» and by the authority thereof it is enacted, 


ed 


| 


fer on account of his religious 


shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious 
opinions or belief ; but that all men shall be Yas 
to profess, and by argument to maintain their 
opinions in matters of religion, and that the same 
shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their 
civil capacities,” ibid. 

According to your doctrine, have our civil rights 
no dependence upon our religious opinions ? How 
is a man to be sworn into civil office unless he pro- 
fess a particular religious opinion? to wit. a be- 
lief in future punishment—For remember, Sir, 
the position which your doctrine would maintain, 
is, that unless a man believe in future punishment 
his oath is not to be taken. Would: you induct 
him into office by permitting a believer in future 
punishment to swear for him! Say not, then, 
that your unjust doctrine does not “proscribe any 
citizen as unworthy the public confines by lay- 
ing upon him an incapacity of being called to of- 


fices of trust and emolument,” since it directly 


proscribes every man as unworthy of such confi- 
dence, whodoes not believe in future punish- 


ment. 

Again—The act declares “ that no man shall 
be enforced, restrained, or molested, or burthen- 
ed, in his body or goods ; nor shall otherwise suf- 
inion or belief.” 
But, Sir, takirig your doctrine for granted, does 
not a witness suffer, by being proscribed as un- 
worthy of credit, merely because he cannot con- 
scientrously subscribe to a certain religious tenet 
of your creed? Is he not made to suffer by be- 
ing reduced to the same contemptuous level with 
murderers, robbers, thieves, and perjured per- 
sons? If there be no suffering in duch a case, 
words have no meaning. 

Let us consider this unfortunate man, who dis- 
believes in future punishment, as attending to 
some mercantile concerns: Suppose he should 
trust Mr. Cowell to the amount of forty or fifty 
dollars—When payment is demanded, the ac- 
count is disput A suit follows—The merchant 
is called to swear to his account—Mr. Cowell or 
his attorney objects to the administration of the 
oath, and urges that the merchant is incom 
to swear, because he does not believe in future 

nishment—Does not the merchant suffer a loss 
in his goods ? Thus you see, that according to 
your principles, the honest man rust be defraud- 
ed of hie property, and disfranchised, while an 

incipal villain is protected by law! Should 
this incongrous doctrine be admitted, and be- 
come a law, every unbeliever in fature punish- 
ment, will, perhaps, be cautious about “eae 
such as would deprive them of the right of col- 
lecting their accounts by law. I would pursue 
this subject, by bringing forward other cases, 
equally palpable, but these are sufficient to ex- 
pose the absurdity of your doctrine, and satisfy 
the unprejudiced. 

It is due to myself .and the public, to repel a 
groundless charge which. se have preferred 
against me at the close of your Card. This 
charge is contained in the following words— 
“Will any one say, after this, that the General 
Assembly have a right to laws tending to 
the civil injury of the citizen? And who will 
dare say that a law, permitting an Atheist to be 
sworn 18 2 witness in a Court of law, is not one 
of this discription ? Yet such is the direct and 
unavoidable conclusion of Mr. Pickering’s argu- 
ment.” 

Mr. Pickering has never said, nor even inti- 
mated, that the Gencral Assembly had passed, 
or had any right to pass a law, to the civi injury 
of the citizen. Mr. yor ee has never signified, 
either directly or indirectly, that he believed 
there was the least propriety in administering 
the common form of oath to an Atheist : For 
common sense must teach any man its utter ab- 





surdity. Therefore, the conciusion which you 


no man shall be compelled to frequent or | charge to my account, is wholly gratuitous. I 
pe rade religwus worship, place or ministry | hive maintained, that every man, not excluded 
ver ; nor shall be enforced, restrained, or | by law, for crimes, may be permitted to testify 


or 


in his body or goods ; ner | in Court, as « witness, either by 


oath or affirma- 


tion. An Atheist cannot swear by the Deity, because he 
does not believe inhis existence ; yet he may affirm, and his 
evidence be appreciated according to his weight of character 
for truth and veracity. A Deist may be sworn by the Deity, 
eenate Seen in God, and his ae anaes yp ory 
us, Sit, 1 hope you may not again c me with opin- 
a: Ba ag I hare neither dvocated nor b Si ’ 
ve not e in this controversy because the decision 
of the Court, as reported by you iesmnolintely affects myself : 
For I am 2 believer, in future punishment, Song my views, 
as to the nature of Ret pene ent, differ widely from those 
of Christians in . Itis the — of law, of justice 
and of right, that 1 have contended for. And 1 am ac- 
quainted with men, believing in no future punishment, whose 
characters would suffer nothing by the strictest c rison 
with that of the Hon. Court, Judge Spencer, or even Mr. 
Cowell, And Sir, so long as I have power to move my pen, 
I hope I shall never be the coward to desert my friends, nor 
abandon the defence of the civil and religious rights of the 
Citizens of Rhode-Island. 

Should you deem it expedient to reply, it is hoped you 
will write to the point in debate,and not again attempt to evadé 
the argument by a profusion of witticism,satire and irrelevant 
matter ; as such an effort would not entitle your production 
to the notice we have bestowed. ° 

You have expressed a wish to enjoy your sentiments unmo- 
LESsTED : In this, you will undoubtedly be gratified, provided 
> og not again wage war upon the civil and religious rights 
of the 





eople. 
With sentiments of respect and good will, 
1 am, Sir, Your’s sincerely— 
D. PICKERING. 

Bexgamin Cowz tt, Esq. 

Clerk of the U. S. Circuit 
Court,for the District of R.I. 

P. S—Mr. Cowell will please excuse Mr. Pickering fot 
the mistake of calling Mr. C. a native-born Citizen of Rhode- 
Island : He has just been informed that you were born under 
the test law of a sisTER STATE. 


“WHAT DO YOU ENOW ABOUT IT?” 

Uncle Josey, was a peculiar man; he had been in 
the fierce contests of our revolution, and had followed 
the standard of Wayne on his Indian expedition— 
accordingly with all his queerness, he was a most in- 
teresting old soldier. I remember well, how welittle 
folks, used to hang around him, as behind the old 
stove on winter evenings, he recounted, perhaps for 
the hundredth time, the scenes of war. 

The old man is gone—he died a christian soldier. 
One lesgon, I learnt from him, which I should never 
forget—never to utter about men or matters of life, 
+what I do not personally know. He wasa bitter en- 
emyto the Hearsay family. One question usually 
settled a matter with him, “what do you know. about 
it?’ His plan was to take nothing, fer which the re- 
tailer would not consent tobe responsible. Every ar+ 
ticle of news must be warranted. Would it not be of 
vast importance in society, if every man would think 
of this question—"‘what do you know about it?” How 
much scandal would be saved, how many dark sur- 
mises, how many unkind suspicions would be choak- 
ed in their birth. If we would live comfortably in 
this busy tell-tale world, we must practice on the old 
gentleman’s rule. 


“HAVE I COME TO THI3?” 

How painful must be the reflections of a young 
man who has enjoyed the priviliges of society, moral 
‘instruction and faithful admonition, to find himself 
arrested in his wicked career by the arm of justice, 
and about to receive the penalty of the law for his 
transgressions, while comparing his advantages with 
his circumstances. Indeed he may well say “have 
I come tu this.” 

This is not altogether an imaginary case. It so 
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happened that the writer of this was present 
when several convicts arrived at one of our 
State Peniteatiaries. Among the number 
was a young man about the age of 24 years, 
of good appeareance, and well dressed. On 
going into the prison he involuntary exclaimed 
“have I come to this ?’’—Alas? too late to a- 
void the punishment justly due him for his 
crimes.— What instructions such a scene and 
such language are calculated to afford to youth. 
It should teach them to obey the first command- 
ment: to honor their parents; and in 
a word to remember their Creator in the days 
of their youth. And toa parent who posses- 
ses a deep interest in the welfare of a son just 
entering upon the scenes of active life: who 
know the evils propensities of the natural 
heart and the exposedness of youth tothe snares 
of the world, a scene like this must occasion 
a degree of anxious solitude, lest on some fu- 
ture day he may have occasion to hear from 
that son the melancholy reflection—“Have I 
come to this.” 





INFANT INNOCENCE. 

“Youth has ak pr rn and fire to boast, 

That in the valley of decline are lost ; 

And virtue with peculiar charms appears, 

Crowned with the garland of life’sblooming years.” 

How calm and peaceful are the slumbers of 
infant years! How insensible to the cares, 
unconscious of the troubles which those of el- 
der age are doomed to endure! That babe 
on whom my eye now rests, thinks not of fu- 
ture times, when care and trouble will as sure- 
ly haunt his path as life is prolonged; and 
when they will often cause him to indulge the 
wish, that heaven hath never permitted him to 
live beyond the days ofinfancy. He imagines 
not how many bitter pangs will assail him, how 
many crosses he will meet with, how much 
fatigue he will be called on to suffer, before he 
quits this state of being for one more pure and 


happy: ; 

t fills me often with regret to see the days 
of infant innocence emerge in those of riper 
years—to view the loveliness, affection and 
beauty of youth, lose themselves in the dark- 
ness, coldness, and formality of manhood.— 
It grieves me to think of such a wreck of 
charms—of such a transformation of manners 
and feeling—of such a change of quietude and 
peace—for the bustle, and care, and anxiety 
of the world. It seems cruel that we should 
lose a happy state of insensibility, to obtain 
one of knowledge, that can add nothing to our 
temporal happiness, and only make us feel of 
hew little value is life, separate from the con- 
sideration that it is given us to prepare for the 
enjoyment of eternity. 





BsSTINnGe 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 
wo. 11. 

I ought not to be astonished at the great 
umber of those inauthentic histories, which 
were at that time published throughout the 
world: I ought rather to be astonished that 
there wore not more of them. For I can ea- 
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sily conceive, that the zealous disciples of the 
principal witnesses, would most naturally com- 
mit to writing what they had heard from their 
masters, and give their narratives a title resem- 
bling that of the authentic parts. Such his- 
tories might be very comformable to the essen- 
tial facts ; since the authors received them im- 
mediately from the moutis of the first witnes- 
ses, or at least of their first diciples. 

I find that the heretics had only their histo- 
ries, differing more or less from the authentic 
history: but a is no difficult matter for me to 
ascertain, that those histories, though forged 
with a malicious intention, contained the 
greater part of the essential facts, which had 
been attested by the principal witnesses. 
Those heretics appear to have been strongly 
exasperated against the opposite party, and 
since they have inserted in their histories the 
same essential facts, which that party professed 
to believe, I cannot but consider such conform- 
ity between parties so very opposite,as the 
strongest presumption in favour of the authen- 
ticity and truth of the deposition under re- 
view. 

I observe, likewise, that the society, which 
was the faithful depository of the doctrme and 
writings of the witnesses, did not fail to join 
its Doctors in declaiming against the heretics 
and their writings, and in constantly appealing 
to the authentic writings, as to the supreme 
and common judge of all controversy. And 
the history of this society informs me, that 
it was particularly careful to read its writings 
every week in its assemblies, and that they 
were precisely the same which are at this day 
exhibited as the authentic desposition of the 
witnesses. 

I cannot reasonably suppose, therefore, that 
this society would allow itself to be easily de- 
ceived with respect to the authenticity of the 
numerous writings, published in its own bo- 
som. If there remainedany reasonable doubt 
upon this essential point, it would be dispel- 
led by one remarkable fact, namely, that soci- 
ety was so far from inconsiderately admitting 
writings as authentic which were not so, that 
for a long time it actually suspected the authen- 
ticity of different writings, which, after con- 
tinued and mature examination, were acknowl- 
edged to have proceeded fromthe hand of the 
witresses. 

This fact is supported by another still more 
remarkable: in the history of that period, I 
read, that the members of this society exposed 
themselves to the greatest tortures, rather than 
deliver up to their persecutors, those books 
which they regard as authentie and sacred, and 
which those violent persecutors destined to the 
flames. Shall I presume, thatthe mos zeal- 
ous partizans of Grecianglory would have sac- 
rificed themselves, to preserve the writing ofa 
Thucydides, or of a Polybias? 

If, afterwards, I cast my eye the best 
accounts of the mauscripts of the depentine. | 
shalt find, that the principal parts of this do- 
position bear, in those manuscripts, the names 
jof the same authors, to whom this society had 








always ascribed them. This proof will ap 
pear so much the more convincing, the mop 
probable it is, that some of those manuscripts 
lay claim to very high antiquity. 

I have, therefore, in favour of the authenti. 
city of this deposition, the most ancient, nog 
constant, and most uniform testimony of the 
society with which it has deposited ; and} 
have also the testimony of the most ancienj 
heretics, that of the most ancient adversar; 
and the authority of the most original mang 
scripts. * 

How should I rise up at this day against 
many united testimonies, and those of so grea ‘ 
weight? Am I more advantageously plac 
than the first heretics, or first adversaries, 
contradict the invariable and unanimous tes 
timony of the primitive society? Do I knoy 
any book of the same period, the authenticity 
of which is established upon proofs so solid, 
singular‘ so striking, and of so many differen, 


kinds ? 
x FRIENDSHIP. 

That Friendship may be at once fond ang 
lasting, there must not only be equal virtue op 
each part, but virtue of the the same kind; not 
only the same end must be proposed, 
same means must be approved by both. “We” 
are often, by superficial accomplishments and 
accidential endearments, induced to love those 
whom we cannot esteem; we are someti 
by great abilities, and incontestible evidences 
of virtue, compelled to esteem those whom 
we cannot love. But friendship, compounded 
of esteem and love, derives from one its ten- 
derness, and its permanence from the other; 
and therefore requires not only that its candi 
dates should gain the judgment, but that they 
should atiract the affections ; that they should 
not only be firm in the day of distress, but gay 
in the hour of jollity ; not only useful in ex- 
gencies, but pleasing in familiar life ; their 
presence should give cheerfulness as well as 
courage, and dispel alike the gloom of fear 
and of melancholy. 


BENEVOLENCE. 

While preparations were making a short 
time since,“at one of the public houses in’ 
a neighbouring town, for the disposal of s 
piece of property under the hammer for pay- 
ment of a small tax, a stranger stepped out of 
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the stage which drove up at that instant,and B 7 ™ 
hearing the tale of wo as told by the wife ofthe § '™ 
delinquent (who. through his intemperate ha> — ™! 
its had long since ceased to provide for his | 
family) whispered in the ear of the officer, and £ 
on fearning the relation of the poor womanto 
be true, generously slipped the amount of tas § ‘the 
into the officer’s hand, with a direct refusal _ 
give his name. Such acts of benevolence i 
need no comment ; they carry their reward ger 
with them. The gratitude ef the poor wo § 
mar was expressed in a flood of tears after the apo 
departure of the genérons stranger. “a 
We ought not to judge men’s merits by thes Ke 


by the use they make-of them. 
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Provipence, Saturpay, Dec. 8, 1827. 
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MOVEMENTS OF ORTHODOXY. 
Mr, Editor—Within a few weeks past, the 
rs of missions here have been busily 
ed in forming societies and obtaining 
subscriptions, as anticipated in my first com- 
ion on this subject. The same exer- 


3 and} 
ancient 


ersaries, 
il mana. 


ae - have been made, and similar measures 
y cal A d on the occasion, as heretofore describ- 
Bown ‘3 es Joining every society that may be pro- 


posed, and giving something at every call, ap- 


tT re peara.to be the test of piety among these re- 
henties i An eye of suspicion is turned on 
solid. | even church members, who do not freely 


iin in all their schemes of raising funds.— 
Mr. F——’s family do not exhibit the spirit of 
imepiety in not subscribing to our society.’ 


different 





fond and ‘hisastonishing that Mr. S , and his fam- 
rj to pay so little regard to the calls 
virtue on yeaa pa ; 

ind: nt @! charity, &c. Such reflections are cast on 
: but the ‘eons who fail to give their money to every 


th. “We fy (ppointed beggar. -Tothe plea of inability, 


etits'and fy | wassurance is given that none are poorer by 
ve those [| oultibuting to such a glorious cause. “Tis 
netimes, ‘ke Lords treasury,” say they, “and whoever 
vidences mdstothe Lord, he will surely repay them 
e whom gain. Cast thy bread upon the waters, thou 
pounded wit receive it again after many days. He 
> its ten vitwaters shall be watered, &c. The fol- 
e other: wing was given toillustrate the truth of these 
ts onl wurances in a particular instance. ‘I was 
hat they ithe habit,” said Deacon T. “ of giving 25 
y should sts.a year to the Missionary Society. Go- 
but gay gto my desk one year to get this sum to pay 
lim exe er, it looked so small compared with the 
>: their agnitude of the cause,that [ doubled it; be- 
: won evingthat the Lord would make up whatever 
of fear should advance in his cause. And, being 
tector of taxes, the very next day a man 
illed to get a town order exchanged, and 
we me 50 cents for changing it ; so I had 
Money returned to me immediately.”— 
bl — thether ; receiving of a fee for payinga man 
sal of 8 isjust due, in this case, be extortion or not, 
for pay- leave each one to decide for himself. 
d out of Prom 80 to $100 was raised on this occasion 
ant, and J some of the parishes ; the design of which 
fe of the tte.aid feeble churches in supporting ortho- 
ate hab- % ministers; and in case of a surplus to 
for his | 4 missionaries to the valley of the Missippi, 
cer, and »preserve its inhabitants from heathenism.— 
pman to | Be advocates of this cause are highly elated 
t of tax tbelate subscriptions in New-York : styling 
fusal to i@mew era in the cause of missions. 
volence Tview of these things, seeing the unparatlel- 
reward | 2ekertions to spread a limited doctrine—to 
oor We achthe eternal wrath of God, is it not highly 
fter the Sportant that the believers in the universal 
tace of God, arouse to exertion, adopt meas- 
_ fes for disseminating the ‘good tadings of 
by theis teat.joy, which shail be to all people,’ and 





‘ach the rising generation, that ‘God is good 


to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.’ And to effect this, should they not 
publish, distribute, and contribute, and com- 
municate freely ; and let their light so shine 
that others seeing their good works may glori- 
fy God, 


Old Colony, Nov. 10. ‘An Opserver. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
ON HOPE. 

How surprising it is, that man, in all cir- 
cumstances, is never devoid of hope! Be the 
fortune of man what it may, he never forbears 
to hope for the best. But how often are our 
hopes without foundation. If we proceeded 
according to our past experience, we would 
never entertain sanguine expectations. It is 
in youth, chiefly, that hope has the geen 
sway. Inold age, in éonsequence of frequent 
disappointment, we seldom listen to hope, and 
are, on that account, very often melancholy. 
Oftentimes, too, our hopes are very unreason- 
able. We often hope for that, which it is im- 
possible to obtain. This, the poet has very fit- 
ty illustrated, in the following passage, in which 
he calls hope a “kind delusion .” 

“ Our greatest good, and what we least can spare, 

Is hope, the balm, and lifebloodef the soul. 

It pleases, and it lasts. Iudulgent Heaven 

Sent down the kind delusion, through the paths 

Of rugged life to lead us patient on ; 

And make our happiest state no tedious thing.” 

It must be confessed, that, were it not for 
hope our existence would be rather burden- 
some, or, in"the language of the poet, would 
be a “tedious thing.” But so kindly has heav- 
en condescended to negative our condition, 
as to furnish us with this sovereign antidote 
to the sorrows of life. For, where happiness 
fails, weindulge in hope, which, by the in- 
spired penman, hasbeen aptly termed an “an- 
chor to the soul.” The criminal, who is con- 
demned to execution for a deed, which human- 
ity shudder to record, entertains hopes to the 
very last, of escaping the punishment of his 
crime. The unfortunate being, who is brought 
to his death-bed by accident, which could not 
be foreseen, entertains nevertheless expecta- 
tion of recovering. In short, there is no state 
of life, in which hope ceases to support us.— 
Even in regard to our future welfare, we al- 
ways hope that we shall be happy. I have 
heard many religious people confess, that al- 
though they deserved an eternity of torment 
for their evil deeds in this world, yet they hop- 
ed to obtain a state of felicity. 

“What future bliss God gives us not to know, 

But gives us hope to be our blessing now.” 

But, althou%h hope never fails to attend as 
mortals, through our pilgrimage here below, 
yet there are some who are less supported by 
it than others. Nay, there are some, who 
in consequence of blasted hopes, been bed to 
entertain needless and irrational fears, both 
as to their present, and their future welfare: 

“But what avails it, that binges heaven, 

w 


From mortal eyes, has wrapt t oes to come, 
If we, ingenious to torment ourselves, _ 
at hideous fiction of our own?” 





“‘Hope deferred,” says the wise man, “mak- 
~“ Oe heart sick.” ; 
y- oo many e ind expectations ® © 
which cannot be pan perp nies witb dis, 
appointments which they cannot sustain. Yet - 
it is right at all times tu comfort the mind, by 
the brightest side of our future prospects, and 
not give way either to fear or despair. Onthis 
topic, the poet Armstrong expresses himself 
very happily : 

“Enjoy the present ; nor, with needless cares, _- 

of what ts spring from blind misfortuue’s womb, 

Appal the surest hour, that life bestows : neg 

Serene, and master of yourself, prepare - 

For what may come, and leave the rest to heaven.” 


J. F. M, 


‘ 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


SHORT SERMONS.—WNO, 4. 

“ And it came to pass on the morrow, that their 
rulers, and elders, and scribes, and Annas the high 
priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and 
as many as were of the kindred of the high pri 
were gathered together at Jerusalem.”—Acrtsiv. 5, 6. 

Looking back to the morrow, which had 
then come to pass we behold rulers, scribes, 
the high priest, and all his kindred, 
together as a body ; probably with all the pow- 


er that they could produce, to devise means to 


punish the apostles, being grieved because 
they taught the people, the way, the truth, 
and the life ; and préached through Jesus, the 
resurrection from death and misery: I amthe 
resurrection and the life (said the Saviour) if 
any man believe in me, though he were dead 
yet shall he live. 


As often as we have witnessed the combined 
efforts of man, to check the progress of the 
gospel, and destroy its influence, we have seen 
it spread, its prospects rise higher, and grow 
brighter ; in vain does constituted authority, 
strive to pull down that, which is supportod 
by him, who indulges them with the pow- 
er which they exercise ; and permits them to 
taise a blow, which eventually falls on their 
own heads ; and although they may supposé 
that they have raised a fabric, which no time 
can destroy, they must concede that the plain, 
simple truths of the gospel, are mighty, to the 
pulling dewn of all error, and every high thin 
that exalteth itself against a knowledge of God. 
The apostles in wielding the weapons of the 
gospel, and defending its truths, suffered per- 
secutious, and imprisonments, and were ex- 
posed to the frequent cruelty of wicked men. 
But they ever had an example in their divine 
master, whose sufferings exceeded theirs, be- 
ing a man of sorrow and acquainted with grief; 
they rejoiced to be accounted worthy to suf 
fer for the kingdom of heaven’s sake, not 
counting the afflictions of this life at all to be 
vee heap to the glory that shal? be revealed. 
Shall we then shrink from our duty 7 mere 
because some lofty heads, and pride 
minds oppress.and despise the followers ofhiam, 
who was meek “nd lowly im heart; and to 
whom all principality, and power, and every 
man’s work not founded on Zion's chief core 
ner stone, must bow their heads, and yay thes 


his is exemplified daix ~ " 
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low in dust. And When self-rigliteousness, 
and vain imaginatious shall behold the stone, 
which those who build on the sand, have re- 
jected, become the head of the corner, they 
must perceive the fallacy of their own expec- 
tations, and be convinced that by the law no 
flesh can be justified ; and that there is no 
salvation in aity other,1ior anyother name given 
under heaven whereby we nitist be saved ; I 
well aware that those who prefer to follow 
OWn inclinations, would rather surrender 
own salvation, and their distant hope of 
pal life, than to submit to the gentle yoke 
of their’ Redeemer ; but he being unwilling 
that any should perish, they must be saved, 
and come untothat knowledge of God, which 
must finally fill all hearts; and becoming sen- 
sible of their state, their miserable, per- 
ishing condition ; their beholding the loving 
kindness of God in providing a saviour for 
them, while they were yet enemies to him, 
and would still. of their own choice, have 
pursued the downward road of destruction, 
weil may they rejoice with joy unspeakable, 
and fuil of glory, saying worthy the Lamb for 
he has redemeed us by his blood. 


Alhhoogh m ignorant, and unlearned 
men have Sseanpied to make known the gos- 
sl, and defend its principles, it may not be 

ised on this account, for although they 
can of themselves do nothing, yet by the gift 
of gtace they can do all things; let us 
therefore never put a stone of stumbling, or 
cause of offence in our brother’s way, but 
rather remove every obstacle, which would 
i his honest exertions, to grow wiser 
and better himself, in order that he may be 
able a ge out; and correct the errors of 
the » Without exposing them to ridicule, 
and enable him to direct mankind iu the way, 
that makes for peace and ensures their hap- 
piness. May we never be so blind to our own 
interest, as to reject the counsel of any one 
who can shew us any good, especially of those 
who have come to Jesus and learned the way. 
The apostles were directed to go into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture, with this injunction » freely ye have 
received, freely give ; if there was no saving 
influence contained in the gospel which inter- 
ested mankind, why was it necessary to make 
it known to all? for by the law we are all un- 
der condemnation, for all have sinned, &c. 
Now, if we, by the grace of God have receiv- 
ed by the gospel that truth which makes us 
free from bondage, through the fear of death, 
and by the power of his goodness, we have 
been enabled to enter the strait gate which 
leads to life, charity forbids that. we should 
shut that gate, or bar the way which so many 
have tried to enter, but were not able ; being 
diverted from their purpose, because the ideal 
pleasures of sia, have been so falsely repre- 
sented te exceed the real enjoyments of that 
religion, which leads to wisdom’s ways of 
leasantness, and paths of peace ; Whether 
it be right, in the aight of God to hearken to 


such mistaken conceptions, rather than to 
the vaice of God, impressed on us by the 
power of his spirit, judge ye ; for we all ought 
earnestly to contend for the faith as delivered 
to the saints. 
GuILeLmvs. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 
THE Wo. 1. 

“ Come unto me and be ye saved.”—Isaran. 

How beauteous does the Majesty of heaven 
appear to our eyes, when viewed throught the 
medium of his inspired servants of old! All 
the terrors, with which our imaginations are 
wont to behold him clothed ; the wrath, 
with which tradition has presented him to our 
minds, vanishes before the light of revelation; 
and we behold flim, as he is, a God of love, 
whose overruling Providence guides and pro- 
tects us in our weary pilgrimage through life, 
and whose arms of compassion are extended: 
to receive us to his everlasting embraces, ina 
world to come ; a world of peace and enjoy- 
ment, where pain and sorrow, sin'and misery 
sickness and death, shall never enter. 

The world with all its ceaseless variety of 
beauties is spread aut before us, and presents 
to our eyes, every and needed blessings, 
for our support and enjoyment in the present 
life. Nature in all her rounds, day by day, 
presents us with new pleasures and provides a 
succession of the means of improvement, in 
knowledge, in goodness and felicity. On ev- 
ery hand we behold the demonstrative eviden- 
ces of an overruling power, by which all na- 
ture must have been created, and by whom 
alone she is sustained in being. The pious 
Psalmist has well expressed_ his conviction of 
of this truth, when he says, “‘the heavens de- 
clare the glory of God, and the firmament 
sheweth forth his handy work ; day unto day 
attereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge of him.” Blessed is the man who 
can view with the same consciousness, the 
evidence of his existence, and who can rely 
upon him as the Creator, Preserver, and boun- 
tiful giver of all things ! 

But the world and all its beauties sink into 
nothingness, before the brighter rays of reve- 
lation. "Tis here, that God has revealed 
himself to man, in clear and lovely colours. 
Here his wisdom and power, his love and com- 
passion, are portrayed in all their beauties to 
the astonished eyes of man. Whatever is 
wanting in the book of nature, to portray the 
loveliness of his character, is abundantly sup- 
plied in the brighter pages of his word. Who 
can listen to its instructions and net be wise ? 
Who can witness its invitations and not yield 

their hearts and affections to the God and 

ather of all mercies? Its instructions will 
ide usin the way of all truth, and enable to 
ulfil the great end of our existence, to do un- 
to others as we would they should do unto us. 
Its invitations call on us to come unto Him 
who is the way, the truth and the life,” that 
we may be saved—esaved from guilt, from con- 
demnation, and inducted into. the enjoyment 


of that peace which is always the attendant of 
virtue—a peace which ‘the world can neither 
give, or take away.” ‘Come unto Me,” is 
the language of inspiration. - What astonish- 
ing condescention, to be invited by the Al. 
mighty Ruler of heaven and earth to come un- 
to him ; to approach into his sacred presence, 
poor, wéak and sinful creatures as we are !— 
And are there any who will refuse to come 
untohim! Are there any who will tiirn from 
the proffered mercy of heaven, and reject the 
invitations of his grace ? 


ly invites us to e of such invaluable ~ 
blessings, has also prepared the means for our — 
acceptance. His offers will. not be refused, 
although they may be slighted for a little sea- 
son. hoever chooses the way of vice and 
slights the invitations of his grace, will most 
assuredly find, that ‘‘ there is no peace to the: 
wicked”—but that obedience to the com- 
mands of heaven, an acceptance of the offers 
of his grace, and the practice of every moral 
virtae, can alone secure to us happiness im 
this life, and render us acceptable to our hear. 
enly Father. Let us attend then, to the in- 
structions of his word—Let ug y: embrace+ 
the offers of his merey; so shall we find the 
reward of virtue in time, and finally be brought 
to the enjoyment of that felicity, which is re 
served for the children of God. W. 8. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


CHARITY. 

This virtue, is one of the noblest graces, 
that adorns the mind of man. It shone pre-em: 
inently in the works of the Immaculate son 
of God, while on earth. A man devoid of this! 
God like principle, cannot enjoy the blessings 
of the gospel; for the gospel, requires us to love 
God supremely, andto practice good works) 
‘to open the hand of charity, to the need 
and distressed, to soothe the sorrows, and ad+* 
minister comfort, to the disponding mind of 
man. 

What heavenly feelings are enkindled is 
our bosoms, while performing the duty this: 
noble virtue has inspired us with. ‘To a maa 
possessed of these feelings, how rarer! 
on will the female appear, endowed with 
feelings corr ing with his own; she will , 
appear to him likean angel of pity, pouring the 
oil of joy into the lacerated bosoms of her feb’ 
low creatures. 

They will enjoy all the happiness, that cam 
possibly fall to the lot of mortals, their aspire 
tions for the happiness of their fellow creatures” 
will be borne on the wings of raptured ; 
to the throne of the Almighty, and all their 





No, there are none—there can be none.~. 
The same Almighty power, which so gracious 
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charitable deeds registered by the pen of the 
recording angel. Cc. 8. - 
anes 








Of the Southern Convention of Universalists. 
The delegates of the Societies composing 

the Southeru Convention of Universalists ab: 

sembled at the house of John A. Averitt Esq: \ 
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Richlands, Onslow Co. N. C.-on the morning 
of Nov. 10th. 1827. Present, 
‘Col. David Hooks, Moderator 
Brs. Oliver L. Kelley, Clerk, Pro Tem. 
* Jacob Frieze, John Farrier Esq. 
“ John Houston, John Giles Esq. 
“ John A. Averitt Esq. Dennis Collins. 
* Lewis T. Oliver Esq. 
* James Thomson Esq. 
“Isham Armstrong, 
“ Minor Huntington 


“ H. A. Chambers, Fr erick J. Bicton, 


> * Jacob Giles, Nathan*Foscue. 


pointed Brs. J. Frieze, John Giles, J. A. 
yeritt, D. Collins, D. Hooks, J. Furier, a 
+ Committee to designate the places within the 
) bounds of this Convention, where Br Frieze 
"will be expected to labour statedly in the min- 
istry, during the present year. 
Bisjvornce till this evening, Six o’clock.— 
At Twelve o’elock, (M) attended Divine Wor- 
= in the Chapel: Sermon by Br. Frieze. 
ixo’clock P. M. met according to adjourn- 
ment. The Committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, reported the following places for minis- 
terial labors within the bounds of this Conven- 
ion; viz. In Onslow Co. Richland Chapel, 
Northeast and Shepards Meeting Houses.— 
An Duplin Co. Limestone, Unioa, Nahunga, 
and New hope Meeting Houses. In Sampson 
©. Clinton, (C. H.) Ten miles and Lisbon 
Mesting Houses. In Jones’ Co. Trenton (C: 
Bijand Chi in Meeting House, in New 
Hanover Co. ilmington, and Scott’s Hill 
‘and Meadow Bridge Meeting House. And at 
ich other places as Br. Frieze may judge ex- 
scab Resolved, that the meetings of this 
vention be held quaterly. 
Resolved, that Br. Frieze cause the pro- 
teedings of this meeting to be published in 
the Liberalist, and accompany the same with 
‘aCircular Letter. 
—No further business of importance present 
"Ging, voted: to adjourn this meeting to the last 
yin January 1828; then to meet at 
Sampson Co. at 10 0’clock in the 


DAVID HOOKS, Moderator. 
ts Ourver L. Kevty, Clerk. 
“N. B. Attended worship at the Chapel on 
Sunday at 12 o'clock (M) after ie the 
Members separated im peace and barmony, 
and tejaiting in Him who “‘is good to all, and 
Whose t¢hder mercies are over all his works.” 


_ GEROULAR LETTER. 
» "Phe Southern Convention of Universalists, 
* tothe Uelievers in the Abrahamic faith, once 
to the saints, send christian saluta- 
ton :—< 


; | cepemnat Onee more in the order of prov- 
“Meatial events, and by the: permission and aid 


» of wkind, indulgent, and bountiful Parent, we 


~ have assembled to take counsel together, with 
espect to the concerns ef our body and the 
interests of the Redeemer’s cause in this part 
his vineyard. And ia the close of our meet- 
ing, we have the pleasure to inform you, that 


it has been to us, a very pleasing and interest- 
ing interview, and one, in which, we have ex- 
perienced much joy and ness. Brethren, 
we have been bighly eee by the cheering 
information, receivéd from the delegates, of 
your prosperous and flourishing condition ; 


Yand we cannot withhold from you, the expres- 


sion of our gratitnde to Almighty God, for his 
kindness to us, and his preservation of us, 
since our last meeting; and also for his aid 
and assistance, and the success, with which, 
he has crowned our humble efforts, to promote 
the glory of his name, to advance the cause 
of truth, and thus, to relieve our fellow men 
from the shakles of error, bigotry, and super- 
stition, and hence, to subserve the best inter- 
ests ofsociety. 

Next to Him, who upholds and governs all 
things, to you, Brethren, our thanks are due, 
for the manly and ehristian fortitude, as weil 
as the honest independence, with which you 
have met and baffled, and with which, you do, 
and we trust will meet and baffle, the opposition 
and persecutions that assail us from almost ev- 
ery quarter. The fact is honorable to your- 
selves, inasmuch as it affords incontrovertible 
evidence, that such is your inviolable aftach- 
ment to principle, that rather than sacrifice it 
at the alter of worldly interest, popularity or 
fame, you are content to resign, to the time 
serving sycophant, all these extrinsic appen- 
dages, as an offering to honest sincerity, and 
to stand as a sort of ving martyrs, dead to the 
world in the cause of pure religion. The fact 
is alike honorable to the mild benvolent, and 
sublime doctrines of your religion. It affords 
proof “strong as holy writ,” that such is its in- 
fluence on the human mind, as to‘absorb, or 
to transcend every simister and interested mo- 
tive, to exalt its subjects above the vile arts 
of hypocrisy, and to induce a frank, open, and 
undisguised expression of opinion, and a line 
of conduct, free from artifice and deception, 
in despite of popular clamor, contumely and 
reproach, and the gilded allurements of de- 
signing men. We cordially congratulate you 
on the possession and exercise of a principle 
sd noble and honorable; and, as we believe 
you will steadily persevere in the good work, 
so we trust and believe, that our Heavenly 
Father will at all times crown your labors with 
success. Knowing your unshaken attach- 
ment to the Gospel. of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, the glorious system that devel- 
opes the object of our most ardent desires, 
life and immortality, and the final salvation 
of all men by the grace of God, we rejoice in 
the fact, and bid you God. speed. : 

Brethren, we rejoice to say, our cause: dai- 
ly advances, and willing converts to the doc- 
trine of Universal Benevolence, are: rapidly 
tmaultiplied. The force of prejudice is fast 
giving way to the light and —— of truth.— 

the desert, the waters of life begim to flow ; 
in the wilderness, the 

desolate by superstition, the. voice: 





of joy and gladness is heard. 


blossoms put fortl:; in! 


Our information from abroad, is such as is well 
calculated to animate and en the friends 
of truth: Our. Brethren at. de Forth, 
sessed of superior advantages from theieions 
er standing, greater numbers, and a plentifa 
supply of talented preachers, are maki 

id progress in the glorious cause. ew 


Churches, Associations, and Conventions: are 


forming ; their united energies are 

the work of concentration, in as 

form ; while our brethren of the S 

of us, are toiling like ourselves, to clear 

the rubbish from around us, that hereafter, 

temple, of which, the foundation ; 

laid, may rise to view, in the most sublime, 

though simple majesty. In truth it may be 

said of our ine in these United States, the 

call has gone out with effect ‘‘to the North, 

ive up; to the South, keep not back.’ 

ith us the work has but just commenced, 

but it has commenced gloriously —“Time, pa- 

tience, and perseverance,”’ on our part, 

the blessing of heaven, are only necessary to 

complete it. We must yet labour and foil, 

we must suffer persecution, perhaps for. a 

time to come ; but God will crown his 

with success, and our posterity will enter inte 

the labors of their fathers, and shout “ 

harvest home,” with the voice of gladness, 

the song of praise. 
Brethren, our session has been ‘well attend- 

ed ; and our deliberations of the most peaceful 

and harmonious description. Divine worship 

has been attended by an usually large, respect- 

able, and intelligent audience ; we 

the seed sown will be productive of good fruit. 

We have been, very kindly and hospitably en- 

tertained by our brethren at the hi 

and return them our warmest thanks. 


Lord reward them. Our business im council, * 


has not been of the most important nature, as: 
you will discover by our minutes; your dele- 
gates have however, some instructions to m- 
partto the Societies, to which, we hope, due 
attention will be paid. Finally brethren fare- 
well: and may the God of peace be with you 
and bless you, for his mercy’s sake. 

In behalf of the Southern Convention of 
Universalists. 
_ JACOB FRIEZE, Pr. Order 
November 11th, 1827. 


MICHAEL SERVETUS. 

It is two hundred and seventy-four years this 
day, since Servetus was burnf at the stake at 
the instigation of John: Calvin for exercising 
the right of private judgment. Though we 
may not fear that such atrocious acts will be 
repeated at this age of the world, and especial-. 
ly in our happy country, yet it is well to- bring 
them occasionally to view, that we may mdre- 
justly prize our religious privileges and blés- 
sings, and keep a more watchful eyeon the 
movements and manouvresof those: artfal 
designing men, who, in the absence of power 


to imprison and torture the body, redouble . 


their efforts to-trammel and enslave.the nvinit.. 
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CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 


In Bristol, by Rev. Mr. Crocker, Rt, Rev. Alexin- 
.der V. Griswold, Bishop af the Eastern Diocess, to 


USALIST MISCELLANY, 


«> LOOK AT THIS.4 
A BARGAIN—FOR PRINTER 














= 


Poetry. 





BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. 
My mothers voice ! how often creeps 
Its cadence on my lonely hours! 
Like healing sent on wings of sleep, 
Or dew to the, unconscious flowers, 
_Tean forget her melting prayer, 
~~ While leaping pulaes madly fly ; 
But in the still unbroken air, 
Her gentler tones come stealing by, 
‘And years, and sin and manhood flee, 
And leave me at my mother’s knee. 


The'book of nature, and the print 
Of beauty on the whispering sea, 
Give aye to me some lineament 
Of what I have taught to be, 
“My heart is harder, and perhaps 
My mantiness has drunk up tears, 
And there's a mildew in the lapse 
Of a few miserable years— 
But nature's book is even yet, 
With al! my mother’s lessons writ. 


Thave been out at eventide 
«Be a moonlight sky of spring, 
Coe was garnished like a bride 
© find night had on her silver wing— 
When bursting leaves and diamond grass, 
And witers leaping to the light, 
And all that make the pulses pass 
With wilder fleetness, throng’d the night— 
When all was beauty—theri have I, 
With friends on whom my love is flung 
Like myrrh on winds of Araby, 
Gaz’d up where evening's lamp is hung, 
And when the beautiful spirit there, 
Flung over me its golden chain, 
My mother’s voice camo on the air 
Like the light dropping of the rain— 
And resting on some silver star 
The spirit of a bended knee, 
I’ve pour’d her low and fervant prayer, 
That our eternity might be 
To rise in heaven like stars at night, 
And tread a living path of light. 


TT 
PAarvies, 


In this town, Mr. George Bucklin, to Miss Lydia 
B. Osgood. 

On Friday evening, last week, by Rev. Mr. Pick- 
ering, Mr. Abner Goldsmith, to Miss Ann Fisher, 
of this town. 

On Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Brown, Mr. 
Peleg Peck, of Scituate, to Miss Bethiah Peck, of 
this town. 

Same evening, by Rev. Mr. Pickering, Mr. Benja- 
min R. Dawley, to Miss Susan B. Bliven, both of this 
town. 

) Om Monday morning last, by the same, Mr. Wm. 
“7H. Hawkins, of Fall-River, to Miss Harriet Thurber, 
of this town 
On Monday evening, by the same, Mr. Charles 
Thurber, to Miss Britaina Holbrook, both of this 
‘towa. - 


Mrs. Amelia Smith.—-Mr. William B. Tilley, to Miss 
Lydia Brown. 

In Pawtuxet, Mr., Ezra Kelley, to Miss Betsey 
Jenison.—Job Greene, to Miss Waity Thornton, 

At Apponaug, Josiah Westcott, Esq. tofMiss Ma- 
ry H. Tibbitts. 

In Swanzey, Mr. Samuel Blake, Jr. to Miss Mary 
Ann Ladieu. 

In Pawtuxet, Mr. Leonard C. Lincoln, to Miss 
Phebe F. Carpenter. 

In Coventry, Mr. John J, Kilton, to Miss Jane M. 
Murray. 

In Seekonk, Major Lyman Snell, to Miss Eliza 
Drown.—Mr. Harvey French, of this town, to Mrs. 
Lydia L. Peck. . 

In ‘Newport, Mr. David Bolles, of this town, to 
Miss Margaret Price. 

In Lisbon, Conn. Capt. John Rice, of this town, to 
Miss Maria Robinson. : 

In Brooklyn, Mr. Jermon Y. Potter, to Miss Lu- 
cinda Blanchard, of Scituate. 

In Boston, Mr. John Slater, formerly of Pawtuck- 
et, to Miss Sarah J. Tiffany. 

In New-York, M. M. Noah, Esq. Editor of the 
Enquirer, to Miss Rebecca Jackson. 

In Lynn, on Sunday evening last, Capt. Benjamin 
M Lindsey, @ this town, tv Miss Eleanor A. Knapp, 
of the former place. 


Died, 


In this town, on the 28th ult. Julia Ann, daughter 
of Massa Bassett, Esq aged 4 vears. 


den, aged 3 years and 5 months. 

On the 26th ult. Abby C. daughter of Mr. Benja- 
min 8. Olney, aged 9 years. ; 

On the 28th ult. Elizabeth M. daughter of Mr. 
James Page, aged 20 months. 7 

On the 29th ult. Joseph R. son of Mr. George W. 
Budiong. 

On Saturday evening last, Carlos Mauran, son of 
Capt. Carlo Mauran, aged 17 years. 

On Saturday, Mr. Stephen Tresk, in the 60th year 
of his age. 

On Tuesday morning, Mra. Nancy Magee, wife of 
the late Capt. Wm. F. Magee, aged 28. 

In Bristol, Mrs. Hannah Nooring, wife of Mr. 
Jonathan Nooring, aged 42, 

In Seekonk, Mr. John Peck, son of Samue] Peck, 
Esq. 

In Cranston, Joseph Manton, of the Society ef 
Friends, aged 90, 

In Rehoboth, .on the 28th ult. Capt. Joseph Wil- 
marth, aged 82. 
"In Attleborough, Mr. Gideon Sweet, aged 89. 

A boat belonging to the ship Alciope, swamped in 
James River the 27th, and five seamen were drown- 
ed, one of them William.Benson, of this town. 
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Recouctliation ef all Things. 


JUST published, and for sale at this office, A Ser- 
mon entitled ‘Reconciliation of all‘Things ;”. by Rev. 








|L-Maynard. Published by Request. Price 10 cents. 


On the 28th ult. Charles R. son of Mr. David Bor- | 


The subscriber, being anxious to devg 


greater portion Of his time to the improv 


and circulation of the Christian Telese 
The Gospel Preacher, and other public 
offers for sale one uaF of his Printing 
tablishment, as it now stands ; consi 
superior Washington Press ; a good ag 
ment of BOOK AND JOB TYPE AND FLO} 
comprising every kind of modern and f 
able letter,in general use ; together withg 
necessary article of furniture, for the prow 
tion of the Printing. business. 
Also, one half of his interest in and § 
Christian Telescope 
lany,and The Gospel Preacher ; the f 


and Universalist 


with a patronage rising of One 


bers. 


Subscribers ; and the latter (the first 
which is to be published the ensuing 
with an increasing list of 350 or 400 su 


* 


“ 


To any PRINTER, who may be 4 ‘ 


to purchase, and to interest himself in 


and the 


culation and improvement of the publiéai 
the above is offered on extremely easy t 
the Printing materials, at cost, for Ca 


right to the publications for’ 


consideration, together with the enti 
trou! of the Printing Office. ‘a 


Or, to any Printer disposed to pure 
whole of the Printing Office, eachadied 


publications, the su 

afford fifteen hundred dollars worth of 5 

per year, for five years, at fair prices. © 
Further information may be obtai 


riber will guarai 


tala 


addressing the subscriber, either pe 


7, North 


Nov. 24. 


by letter, 


-paid, at his Printing Offie 
Mai -Street, Providence, R. Ty 





Subscribers who commenced with & 
No. of the 3d Volume of this paper, 4 
now ‘in arrears for the same, are requét 
forward us the amount immediately. 4 
close of the last Volume, we distinctly 


LAST NOTICH. “ 


a 


all concerned, that at the close of 3m 


sons for 


all accounts not paid, ‘or that entire Ve 
would be placed in the .hands of suit 


collection. That time 


elapsed, and at its expiration subscrib 
expect to settle their accounts with ¢ 
lectors, as we shall in no case inte 
they pass from our hands. We trust 0@ 
tives will be duly appreciated, in taki 
course, as we shall have then givem: 


months credit on the Volume, which” 
least, treble the time we are able to 0@ 


mail, 


b 
be 








materials on. 
delinquent subscriber for the whole ¢ 


Volume, is #250, which amount, if ft 


deducted: and receipts 
balance. 


The amount due fre 


must be post paid, or the 


JOHN S. GREEN 
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